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ELECTION COMIWSSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan Ashok Road, New Delhi- I 10 001

No.3/4D024|CAMC Dated: l8* March, 2024

To.

The Chief Electoral Officers
All States/Union Tenitories.

SgIl€: Publication of criminal antecedents by contesting candidates and political parties in

pursuance of the Hon'ble Suprcme Courl decision in WP (C) No' 784 of 20 I 5 ('ok

PrahariVs.UnionoflndiaandothersandinwP(C)No.536of2oll(Public

Intercst Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) and in contempt petition (c)

no.2192of20l8inWP(C)no.536of20ll.Guidelinesonpublicityofcriminal

antccedents - rcganding.

Madao/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the commission's letter No. 31412021/sDwvol-lll darcd

lls January,2022 forwarding thertwith a booklet conUining "Guidelincs on publicity of

crimi[al aDtecedelrts by political parties and candidates'.

2. The above said guidelines are again forwarded herewith for you information. These

arc also uploaded on commission,s website (https://www.eci.eov.in) under path

'Instructions') 'View More') 'Year'2022')'Sl. No. '45'.

3. The guidelines shall be re-circulated to all DEOs/ROs in the State/ Union Territory

for necessary action on their Parl.

4. These guidelines shall also be re-circulated to all the political parties based in the

State/UT i.e. the State Units of the recognized National parties and rccogrized State prties of

other States and all rcgistered un.recognized Nationa!/State political parties with headquarters

based in your State/ Union Territory, with instructions to take note of the above directions for

strict compliance both by ttre politicat parties and their candidates in all elections.

5. Further, for all elections, documents pertsining to publicity ofcriminal antecedents of

the candidates i.e. Format-cA, any Format-c8, c7 and Format-c6 shall now be sent to the

pr. Secy/Sr.Pr.Secy of criminat Antecedents Monitoring cell only instead of Pr.

Secy/Sr.pr.Secy of concemed Territorial Zoneltiiennial Election Division. In addition, a copy

ofForm-7A of concemed election shalt also be sent at the earliest.

(L/21



6.Itisreiteratedthatl]ormat-CAshallbesenttotheCommissionwithinprescribcdtime

fame i.e. on last date of making nominations itself'

T.Further,anyFormat.CsreceivedfrqrnPoliticalPartiesshallbcsenttothe
Commissionimmediately.alongwithallitsannexuresi.e.proofsofpublicationofFormat.

CTinNationalNewspaper.LocalNewspapersandontheirSocialMediaPlatformsand

Website.

Y

TIWARI)
UNDER SECRETARY

Encls r Guidelines on pubticity of criminal Antecedents'
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EmaiUSneed Post

EIICTION COMMISSION O[ INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashok Road, New Delhi-l l0 001

No. 3/4/202liSDR./VoI-III Dated: 1lh, Juuary,2022

To,

The Chief Electoral Offi cers
All States/tjnion Territories

!gUCS!: Publication of criminal antecedents by contesting candidates and political pafties in

pursuance ofthe Hon'ble Supreme Court decision in WP (C) No. 784 of20l5 (Lok Prahari Vs.

Union of India and Others and in WP (C) No. 536 of 201 I (Public Interest Foundation & Ors.

Vs. Union of India & Anr.) and in contempt petition (c) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP (C) no. 536 of

201 I - regarding.

Reference; -
l-No, 3/4/2017/SDR/VoI.II dated lOth October, 20lt
2-No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.I dated lgth March, 2019

3-No. 76IECI/INST/FUNC/EEM/EEPS/201 9/VOL. XYII dated Eth May, 2019

4-No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.III dated 30th August, 2019

5-No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.III dated 6th March, 2020

6-No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.III dated lgth March, 2020

7-No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.IV dated l6th September, 2020

E-No. 3/42019/SDR/Vol.IV dated 30th October, 2020

9- No. 3/42020/SDR/Vo|.III dated l lth January, 2021

l0- No. 3/4/2021/SDR/Vol.III dated 26u August, 2021

publicity of criminal antecedents by political parties and candidates" was forwarded to you.

3. This shall be informed to all DEOs/ROs in the State/ Union Territory for necessary

action on their part.

Sir/lv1adam,

I am directed to refer to the above letters on the subject circd and Commission's letter

No- 3/4/2021/SDR dated 26th February. 2021 vide which a booklet containing "Guidelines on

2. ln light of Hon'ble Supreme Court's judgment dated 10.08.2021 in the matter; the above

booklet has been updated and is being forwarded herewith for your information and future

reference.



z
4, This shdlalso be circulated to allthe politicalparties based in the State i.e. the State

Units of the recognised National parties and recognised State parties of other States and all

registered un-recognised NationaUstate political parties with headquarters based in your State/

Union Territory, with instructions to take note ofthe above direction for strict compliance both

by the parties and their candidates in all future elections.

Yours

N )
Sr IPAL S ARY

(
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Others) and in WP (C) No. 536 of 201I (Public lnterest
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of 2018 in writ petition (civil) no. 536 of 201 I
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Subject: - Publicity ofcriminal antecedents by Political Parties & Candidates-

Reference: -

2019

l-No. 31412017 ISDR/Vo|.II dated 1Oth October, 2018

2-No. 31 4l2Ol9lSDR/Vol.I dated 19th March, 2019

3-No. 76IECI[NST/FUNC/EEM/EEPS/2019/VOL. XVII dated 8th May,

4-No. 3l4l20l9lSDR/Vot.III dated 30th August, 2019

5-No. 3/4/202O/SDR/VoI.III dated 6th March, 2020

6-No. 31412020lSDR/Vol.III d4ted l9th March, 2020

7 -No. 314l20l9lSDR/Vot.IV dated 16th September, 2020

8- No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.IV dated 30rh October,2020

9- No. 31412020/SDR/Vol.lII dated I lth January, 2021

l0- No. 3/4/2021ISDR/Vo|.III dated 26th August, 2021

INTRODUCTION

Indian elections are extremely competitive. In 17fi General Elections, 2019, a total of

E054 candidates belonging to 673 political parties including independents vied for 543 seats

in the Lok Sabha. One of the main concems of electoral environment has been the

participation of some candidates with criminal backgrounds. Hon'ble Supreme Court in its

catena of judgments [dated 136 March, 2003 in Civil Appeal No. 490 of 2002 (People's

Union for Civil Liberties and another v Union of India)l facilitated disclosure of full

background including criminal antecedents and financial status of every candidate in the form

of affidavit. Subsequently, in WP (C) No. 784 of 2015 (Lok Prahari Vs. Union of India &

Others) and WP (C) No. 536 of 2011 (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India

& Anr. the Court on 25th September, 2018 directed vide Para 4:

(i) Each contesting candidate shall fill up the forn as provided by the Election

Commission and the form must contain'all the particulars as required therein.

(ii) It shall state, in bold letters, with regard to the criminal cases pending

against the candidate.
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(iii) U a candidate is contesting an election on the ticket of a particular party,

he/she is required to inform the Wqy about the criminal cases pending

agoinst him/her.

(iv) The concerned political party shall be obligated to put up on its website

the aforesaid information perraining to candidates having criminal

antecedents.

(v) The candidate as well as lhe concerned polilical party shall issue a

declaration in the widely circulated newspapers in the locality about the

antecedents of the candidate and also give wide publicity in the eleclronic

media. When we say wide publicity, \re mean lhat the same shall be done at

least thrice after Jiling of the nomination papers. "

2. ln pursuance of this. Election Commission issued detailed instructions on 10s

October 2018. In its directions. it prescribed six forms lbr the lbllowing purposes

3. The Commission also released detailed Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on 5d

November,20l8 which was reiterated on lgth March,20l9 in this regard.

4. Further, in contempt petition(C) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) no. 536 of 2011, the

Hon'ble Supreme Court on 13th February, 2020, in the matter related to candidates with

criminal antecedents, directed, 
3

Formats Action to be taken by I)latform
CI Candidales News Paper & TV

C2 Political Parties Newspaper. TV & Political Party's website.

c-1 Returning Officer Reminder to the Candidate.

C4 Candidate

To
DEO

Report to be submitted before the DEO (in case

of elections to Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha) or

the RO (in case ol elections to Rajya Sabha and

Vidhan Parishad)

C5 Political Parties

To
CEO of the State concerned

Report about publishing ofthe declaration.

C6 CEO

To
The Commission

Report regarding compliance by the political
parties



"1. lVe have also noted thot the political parties o.ffer no explanation as to why

candidates with pending criminal cases are selected as candidates in the first place.

lle therefore issue the .following directions in exercise of our constitutional powers

under Articles 129 and 112 of the Constitution of India:

(l) It shall be mandatory.for political parties (at the Central and State election level)

lo upload on their website detoiled informalion regarding individuals \t)ith pending

criminal cases (including the nature of the offences, and relevant particulars such as

whether charges have been framed, lhe concerned Court, the case number elc.) who

have been selected as candidates, along with lhe reasons .for such selection, as also as

to why other irulividuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as

candidotes.

(2) The reasons ds to selection shall be with reference to the qualiJications,

achievements and meril of the candidate concerned, and not mere "winnability" at

the polls.

(a) One local vernacular nev'spuper ond one nalionol newspaper;

(b) On the officiak social meQia platJbrms o.f the political party, including

Facehook & Twittter.

(4) These details shall be published within 18 hours of the selection of the candidate

or not less than two weeks before the .ftrst dale for.filing of nominations, whichever is

earlier.

(5) The political party concerned shall then submit a report of compliance with these

direclions with the Election Commission within 72 hours of the selection of the said

candidate.

(6) lf a political party fails to submit such compliances report with the Election

Commission, the Election Commission shall bring such non-compliance by the political

party concerned to the notice o.f the Supreme Court ss being in contempt of this Court's

orders/directions. "

5. Meaning of 'National' and 'Local Vemacular' Newspapers, in the context of Hon'ble

Supreme Court's Order dated 13t February, 2020, as approved by the Commission, is as

below: -

4
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(a) National Newspaper- Any daily newspaper which meets all the following norms:

l. At least one edition with circulation beyond 75000 as stated by DAVP/Audit Bureau

of Circulation in publicly available records.

2. Editions in more than one State, as reflected in the publicly available records of

DAVP/Audit Bureau of Circulation.

(b) Local Vernacular Newspaper- Any daill newspaper which meets all the tbllor,'ing

norms

I . At least one edition published within the geographical territory of the State/UT, in the

local vemacular language, with a circulation of at least 25,000, as stated by DAVP/

Audit Bureau of Circulation in publicly available records. However, Chief Electoral

Officer may, if deemed necessary, fix a lower circulation floor, not below 15,000, in

the States of Arunachal Pradesh. Go4, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,

Tripura, and in UTs except Delhi and Chandigarh.

2. Registered with the DIPR of the concemed State/UT, and eligible for receiving

advertisements from it.

3. List of local vemacular languages in each State/UT shall be specified by the CEO of

the StatefuT who may. if deemed necessary, seek advice from the DIPR of the

StateruT, in the matler.

6. The Commission, in pursuance to this, on 6th March,2020 prescribed two more forms

for compliance by the political parties,

7. Ihe Commission has now decided to consolidate all related instructions on this matter

so that concemed political parties and candidates comply with the directions of Hon'ble

Supreme Court. in the interest ofelectors, without any difficulty.

Formats Action to be taken by Purpose
C7 Political Parties Newspapers, social media platforms & website of

the party.

C8 Political Parties
To
Commission

Report ol'compliance
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8. Also, for ensuring periodic awareness of electors during the campaign, the

Commission has now prescribed following timeline for publicity of criminal antecedents

during the period starting from the day following the last dale of withdrawal and upto 48

hours before ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of poll,

i. Within first 4 days of withdrawal of nominations.

(Illustration: if the last date for withdrawal is 1Orh of the month and poll is on 24th of the

Month, the publication of declaration shall be done in the following time period: -

i. First block for publication shall be done between I lth and l4th of the Month,

ii. Second block for publication shall be done betw'een l5th and l Sth the Month

iii. and the third block for publication shall be done between 19th and 22nd of the

Month)

9. However. timeline for publishing the details of criminal cases on the three occasions,

in case of the Rajya Sabha and State Legislative Council elections by Members of Legislative

Assembly (MLAs). shall be as under:

i. within tirst 2 days of withdrawal

ii. Bet\\een next 3rd - 4rh days: and

iii. From 5th day to 6th day i.e. prior to date ofpoll.

10. As directed by Hon'ble Supreme Court. such political parties must disclose the

reasons of such selection, publicize it. and intimate in the prescribed format to the

Commission with 72 hours. Failure to comply with this need to be reported for contempt.

I l. All contesting candidates, who have criminal antecedents must publicize the details in

the prescribed format as per timeline described at Para 8 and 9 above.

6

ii. Between next 5rh - 8th days.

iii. From gth day till the last day of campaign (the second day prior to date olpoll)



12. All those candidates who return uncontested and have criminal antecedents must

publicize the detaits in the prescribed format as per timeline described at Para 8 and 9

above.

13. All such candidates must disclose expenditure incurred in this regard in the prescribed

format C-4 to the concerned District Election Officer at the time of filing of her/his retum,

and Abstract statement of Election Expenses ot'candidates.

14. All such political parties must disclose expenditure incurred in this regard at the time

of filing their retums in format C-5 and statement of Election Expenditure of Political Parties.

15. It has been noticed that a number of candidates with criminal antecedents, have not

pubtished the declaration in the newspapers even once as prescribed by the Commission vide

its two instructions dated l0th October. 20.18 and l6th September, 2020, which is in

contravention to the directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court. In view of this, the

Commission has decided to serve a Notice to such defaulting candidates by the CEO' The

Format ofthe Notice may be seen in the annexure.

16. In furtherance of the directions issued by the Constitution Bench in Public Interest

Foundation (supra) and its earlier Order dated 13.02.2020, Hon'ble Supreme Court in

contempt petition (civil) No. 656 of 2020 in contempt petition (civil) no.2192of 2018 in writ

petilion (civil) no. 536 of20l l. on 1Oth August,202l, directed that:-

"(i) Political pqrties are lo publish information regarding criminal antecedents of

candidales on the homepage of their websites. lhus making il easier for lhe voter lo

get to lhe information lhot hos to be supplied. It will also become necessory now lo

hqve on the homepage o caplion which states "candidates with criminal

ontecedents " :

(ii) The ECI is directed lo creote a dedicated mobile application containing

informalion published by candidates regartling their criminal antecedents, so that ol

one stroke, eoch voter gels such information on his/her mobile phone;
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(iii) The ECI is directed to carry out an extensive owareness campoign to make every

voter oware aboul his right to know and the avdilability ol information regarding

criminal antecedents of all contesling'canditlales. This shqlt be done across various

platforms, including social media, websites, TV ads, prime time debates, pamphlets,

etc. A fund must be created Jbr this purpose within a period of I weel<s into which

fines for contempt ofCourt may be directed to be paid:

(iv) For the aforesaid p rposes. the ECI is also directed to create a separate cell

which will also monitor the required compliances so that ,his Court can be apprised

promptly of non-compliance by any political party of the directions contained in this

Court's Orders, os fleshed out by the iCI, in instruclions. letlers arul circulars issued

in this behalf:

(v) IYe clarify that the direction in poragraph 4.4 of our Order dated 13.02.2020 be

modified ond it is clarified that the details which are required to be published, shall

be published within 48 hours ol the selection o/ the candidote and not prior to two

weel<s before the.first date of.filing of nominations; and

(vi) lYe reiterate that if such a political parly.fails to submit such compliance report

with the ECI. the ECI shall bring such non-compliance by the polilical party to the

notice of this Courl as being in contempt of this Court's Orders/directions, which

shall in Juture be viewed very seriously. "

17. In pursuance ofthe Hon'ble Supreme Court's above judgment dated 10.08.2021 the

Commission has taken following steps:-

i) A dedicated mobile application naming.'Know Your Candidate' has been developed

which contains information regarding criminal antecedents ofthe candidates as declared by

them. The mobile application is available on Commission's website and can also be

downloaded from Google Play Store and Apple App Store.

ii) A dedicated fund has been created for voter's awareness campaign and to make

available the information regarding criminal antecedents of all contesting candidates for

general public. Any fine imposed by Hon'ble Supreme Court on political parties regarding

non-compliance of its above orders is to be submitted in the above fund. This has been

8



intimated to all political parties vide Commission's letter no. No. 3i4l2021lSDR/VOL.m,

dated 26th August, 202 l.

iiD A separate dedicate Cell has been created in the Commission to deal with the matters

pertaining to publication of criminal antecedents of the candidates vide Commission's Office

Order dated l?.09.2021.

9



This may be published in Newspapers and 'fV from the day following the last date for
withdrawal of candideture and upto two days before the date of poll

Format C-l

(.for candidote to publish in Newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal cases

(As per the judgntent dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No

536 of201l (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India &Anr.)

Name and address of candidate:

Name of political party:
(lndependent candidales should write " Independent" here)

Name of Election

*Name of Constituency:

(name of candidate), a candidate for the

abovementioned election, declare for public information the following details about my criminal
antecedents:

*In the case ofelection to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention
the election concemed in place of name of constiti.rency.

10

Section(s) of /r.cts concemed

and brief description of

offence(s)

Sl. No. Name of Court Case No

and dated

Status

case(s)

of

@) Details about cases of conviction for criminal offences

Maximum

Imposed

PunishmentSl.no. Name of Court &

date(s) of order(s)

Description of .offence(s) &

punishment imposed

I

I

(A) Pending criminal cases



l. The particulars regarding criminal cases pending against the candidate

shall be in bold letters.

2. The matter in newspapers shall be published in font size of at least 12'

3. Details should be given separately for each case in separate rows.

4. If a candidate is contesting an.election on the ticket of a particular

party, he/she is required to inform the party about the criminel cases

pending against him/her.

5. The candidate shall report about publishing of declaration regarding

criminal cases immediately after such publication to the Returning

Officer. In addition, he shall submit a report about publishing of the

declaration regarding cases in Format C-4 along with the account of

election expenses within 30 days of declaration of result of election. (a)

In case of elections to the Lok Sabha and the Legislative Assemblies,

this shall be submitted to District Election Officer concerned, (b) In case

of elections to the Rajya Sabha and the State Legislative Council, this

shall be submitted to the Returning OIIicer concerned

11
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This mey be published in Newspepen end IV from the day following the lest drte for
withdrewel of candidature snd upto two days before the date of poll

Format C-2

(For politicol porty to publish in website, newspapers, TV)

Declaration about criminal antecedents ofcandidates set uo by the oartv

(As per the judgment dated 25'h Sepember, 2018 of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No.
536 of20l I (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.)

Name of Political Party

* Name of Election :

Name of State/ UT :

rln the case ofelection to Council of States or election to Legislative Council by MLAs, mention
the election concemed in place ofname ofconstituency.

I .,
3 4 5

sl.

No

Name of
constituency

Name of
candidate

(A) Pending criminal
cases

(B) Details about cases of
conviction for criminal offences

Name
of
Court,
case

No. &
stalus

of the
case(s)

Sections of
the Acts
concemed &
brief
description of
offence(s)

Name
of
Court
&
date(s)
of
orde(s)

Description
of
offence(s)
&
punishment
imposed

Maximum
Punishment
Imposed.

L2



Note:-

l. The particulars regarding criminal coses pending against the candidate

shall be in bold letters.

2. The matter in newspapers shall be published in font size ofat least 12.

3. The above information shall be published State wise for each StateAJT'

4. If a candidate is contesting an election on the ticket of a particular

party, he/she is required to infgrm the party about the criminal cases

pending against him/her.

5. The political pafi shall be obligated to put up on its website the

information pertaining to candidates having criminal antecedents.

6. The Political Party shall submit a report about publishing of declaration

regarding criminal cases in Format C5 to the Chief Electoral Officer of

the State within 30 days of declaration of result of the election

concerned.

13



Format C-3

(Reminder to the Candidrte)

Name of Constituency:

Name of State :

Name of Election

It is informed that as per the judgment dated 25th September, 2018, of Hon'ble Suprerne

Court, in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 201 I (Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. U rion of India &

Anr., and the directions in the Commission's letter No. 3/ER/2018/SDR, dated 10-10-2018 and

letter No. 314/20l9lSDRNol.lV dated 1610912020, all candidates with criminal cases - either

pending cases or cases of conviction in the past, are required to publish declaration regarding

such criminal cases in newspapers and TV channels on tkee occiisions during the campaign

period for the purposes of publishing of such details. The Commission has prescribed following

timeline for publicity of criminal antecedents during the period starting from the day following

the last date of withdrawal and upto 48 hours before ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of

poll.

i) Within first 4 days of withdrawal of nominations.

ii) Between next 5h -86 days

iii) From 9th day till the last day of campaign(the second day prior to date ofpoll)

Since you, Sh./Smt./Ms._(mention the name of the

candidate), a candidate nominated for the abovementioned election, have declared information

about criminal cases in Items 5/6 of Form-26, you are required to publish information in

newspapers having wide circulation in the constituency area and on TV channels on at least three

occasions each as mentioned above. The Format C-l for publishing the information is enclosed

herewith. You shsll rcport rbout publishing of declrration regerding criminrl crses

immediately after such publicrtion to the Returning Ofticer. In eddition, you shall submit e

report about publishing ofthe decleration regarding cases in Formet C-4 with copies of the

newsprpen publishing the informrtion rbout criminal ceses along with the account of

elcclion expenses within 30 deys of decleretion of result of election. (a) In case of elections

to the Lok Sabha and the Legislative Assemblies, this shrll be submitted to District Election

l4

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

i

Oflice of Returnins Oflicer



officer concerned, (b) In case of elections to the Rajya Sabha and the State Legislative

Council, this shrll be submitted to the Refurning Ofrrcer conce rned

SignatureDate: 
Name of the Ro/ARo

Signature of Candidate

Note; One copy ofthis should be given to candidate and one copy retained with Ro.

15



Forma! C-4

Report bv Csndidrte about publishinq ofdeclaration reqerdins criminrl cases

Name of political party:
(Independent candidates should write' Independent' here)

Name of Election

tNamc of Constituency:_

(name of candidate), a candidate for the abovementioned
election, certii, that I have published the declaration about my criminal ant€cedents in newspapers and
TV channels as per the directions of the Election Commission in pursuance of the judgment dated 25fr
September, 201t, of Hon'ble Supreme Court in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 20ll (Public Interest Foundarion
&Ors. Vs. Union of lndia &Anr.). Details are as follops:

Copies of newspapers in which declaration was published are enclosed.

Date :- Name & Signature of Candidate

(ii) In case of elections to the Rajya Sabha and the State Legislative Council, this shall be
submined to the Returning officer concemed within 30 days ofdeclaration ofr€sult ofelection.

Newspaper Television Mode of Payment
( electronic/c heque/DD/
Cash)
(Pl. specifu)

Name of
Newspaper

Date of
publishing

Expenses
that may
have been
incurred
(in Rs.)

Name
of
channel

Date &
time of
insertion/
telecast

Expenses
that may
have
been

incurred
(in Rs.)

16

Name and address ofcandidate:_

Note: - (i) In case of elections to the Lok Sabha and the Legislative Assemblies, this shall be submitted
along with the account ofelection expenses.

SI.
No.



Formot C-5

Reoort bv Political Partv about oublishins of declaration resardinq criminel cases

Name of political party:

Name of Election

It is certified that (name of political party)has published the

declaration about the candidates with criminal antecedents on the website ofthe party, in newspapers and

TV channels as per the directions of the Election Commission in pursuance of the judgment dated 25d

September, 2018, of Hon'ble Supreme Coun in WP(Civil) No. 536 of 201 I (Public Intercst foundation &

Ors. Vs. Union of India &Anr.). Details are as follo*s:-

Copies of newspapers in which declaration was published are enclosed.

Signature of office bearer

Name & designation ... .

Note:- This report shall be submitted to the Chief Elecroral Officer of the State within 30 days of

declaration of result of the election concemed.

Website Newspaper Television Mode of
Payment
(electronic/
cheque./
DD/Cash)
(Pl. specify)

Period
during
which
displayed

Name(s) of
Newspaper

Expenses
incuned
(in Rs.)

Name(s)
ofchannel

Date(s) &
time of
insertior/t
elecast

Expenses
incurred
(in Rs.)

Date:-

st.

l"

Date(s) of
publishing



Formrt C-6

Statement resarding oublishine of criminal cases asainst candidates set un bv

al as r direc I on's letter N

3l4l20l7lSDRNol.II dated l0'h October. 20lE- Report regarding compliance by

Political Parties

Name of StetefuT

Neme of the Election-........... ......... (General/Bye-election, Lok Sabha/Rajya

Sabha/Legislative Assembly/Legisla.ive Council)

Date (sl of Poll- .... .. . .

Name of
the
Political
Party

Whether
submitted
Report in
Format C-5
by the party
(YesNo).

If yes, then
date of
submission.

Whether'
declaration
has been
published
on the
website of
the party as
per direction
(Yes/tIo).

Publishing in
Newspaper by the party

Publishing on
Television by the

party

Name(s) of
Newspaper

Dare(s) of
publishing

Name(s)
of
Channel

Date(s) &
time of
insertion/
telecast

0l -abc ABC

02-def DEF

and so on

No. & Name of
AssemblylParli
amentary
Constituency

I !qq!; Only such Political Parties which set up candidates with criminal cases, either pending cases or cases of

, 
past conviction, are required to submit Report in this regard to the CEO concerned.

Chief Electorel Ofiicer
Name of the State........,.......

18
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ion' o

con 'no.2 f2

Name of Politicel PertY:
iName of the Election:
Name of State/UT:

(l) Name of the Constituency-... .''

Name of the candidate-......

Signature ofoffice bearer ofthe Political Party

Name and designation.'.'.. ... "............ "'
19

I

Sl.no.
Criminal antecedentsI

Nature ofthe offences

b
Name of the Court
Whether charges have been framed or not

esA.{o
d.

Date of conviction, if ane

, if anDetails of shment
other information ired to be ven

The reisons for the selection ofthe c

shall be with reference to the qualifications,

achievements and merit of the candidate, and not mere

andidare. Selection

"winnabili "at the lls not more thari 100 words

,

Reasons as to why other individuals
antecedents could not be selected as candidates (not

without criminal

more than I 00 words

3

Formrt C-7

(for oolitical parties to oublish in
the newsoaoers. social media platforms

& website of the Partv)

Information reuardinq individuals with pending criminal cases' who have bceJr sqlectgd as

iion' as also as to why other individuals witltout

iriminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates

(2) Name of the Constituency- '...............:......'.
Name of the candidate'..... ...

"'and so on
* In the case of election to Council of States or States or election to Legislative Council by

MLAs, mention the election concemed in place of name of Constituency'

Case no.

f.

a. l

T- l ;.__-]



Note:-

(2) The reasons as to selection shall be with reference to the qualifications, achievements

and merit of the candidate concemed, and not mere "winnability" at the polls.

(3) This information shall also be published in

(a) One local vemacular newspaper and one national newspaper:

(b) On the officials social media platforms of the political party, including

Facebook & Twittter.

(4) The ma$er in newspapers shall be published in font size ofat least 12

(5) The above information shall be published State wise for each State,{JT.

(6) These details shrll be published within 48 hours of the selection of the c.ndidste

and not prior to two weeks before tbe first dete of liling of nominations.

(7) The political perty conccrned shell then submit a report of complirnce in

Format C-8 with the Election Commission within 72 hours of the selection of the said

candidate.

20

i

I

I

(1) Political parties (at the Central and State election level) shall upload on their website

detailed information regarding individuals with pending criminal cases (including the

nature of the offences, and relevant particulars such as whether char ges have been

framed, the concemed Court, the case number etc.) who have been selected as candidates,

along with the reasons for such selection, as also as to why other individuals without

criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates.



Details of Social Media Accounts of the party:

(Faceboolc Trr itter e tc. )

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Name of Election:

Gen Election/ Bye --election to Lok Sabha / Leg. Assembly/Biennial clection/ Bye election to

Council of StateVkg Council
(Write lhe approPriate alternalive)

Name of State:

Date of publicstion & cost of

publication to be mentioned

in column below

Cost

Sl.no.

One National Newspaper (copy to be furnished)1

One l-ocal Vemacular Newspaper (copy to be

fumished)

Social Media Platforms of the party (print to be

fumished)

J

4 Website of the party (printout of the material

enclosed)

2l

Formrt C{

Report of political party as required under the Conxnission's dilections issued in pusqange of
the Orrder tated l3-02i020 oi Hon'ble Suoreme Courr in Contemot Petition(C) No. 2192 of
2018 in WP (C) No. 536 of 201l.

Name of political party : 

-

Ir is certified rhat _ (name of political party) has published

detailed information regarding the persons with pending criminal cases in the Format prescribed

by the commission (Format c-7) as per the directions in the commission's letter No.

. dated in the following media:

Date

2.

I



Declaration

It is declared that full information, explanation and details have been published in respect ofeach

of the persons with pending cases who have beeir selected to be the candidates ofthe party in the

abovementioned election, as p€r the directions in the Order dated 13-02-2020 of the Hon'ble

Supreme Court referred to above, and nothing has been concealed.

Place

Signature ofoffrce bearer of ttre Political Party

Name and designation.................

Date:

(seal ofthe Party)

Note:-This report shrll be furnished rt lerst two weeks before the date on which
nominrtion is proposed to be filed or within 72 hours of selection of the candidate,
whichever is earlier.

l

I

I

.

I
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il

Sl,No. Commission's Instruction Date Page No.

I No. 3/4/2017/SDR/Vol.II lott october, 2ol8 25-2E

, No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.I lgtr March, 2019 29-31

32I No. 3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.III 30th August, 2019

No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.IIt 6rh March. 2020 33-35

5. No. 3/4/2020/SDR./Vol.III lgtb March, 2020 36

6. No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.IV l6th Scptember, 2020 37-40

7 No, 3/4/2019/SDR/VoI.IV October, 2020 4l-43

8. No. 3/4/2020/SDR./Vol.III January,2021 44-45

9 No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.III August, 2021

Annexure

46-17

24
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ELECTION COMMISS ION OF INDIA
New Delhi-l10001

Nirvachan Sad0ll, Ashoka koad'
Dated: I October,2018

No.3/4/2017/SD R/Vol.ll

-[o,

Sir/Madam,

ThecandidatesatallelectionsarerequiredtofileaffidavitinForm.26,alon8

with nomination paper, declaring information about criminal cases' assets' liabilities

and educational qualifications' Form'26 has now been amended vide Ministry of Law

&JusticeNotifhationNo'H'11019(all2018-Le8'll'datedlOthOctober'2018'The

amendments made in Form-26 are in pursuance of the directbns in the iudgements

of the Hon,bre supreme court in writ petition(c) No. 7g4 of zo15 (Lok prahari vs'

union of lndia & others) and writ petition (civir) No.535 of 2011 (pubric hterest

Foundation & Ors. Vs' Union of lndia & Anr')' A copy of the said notification along

with a copy of the updated Form-25 is enclosed herewith' The candidates are now

required to file the affidavit in the amended Fotm-26'

2. ln the judgement in writ Petition (Civil) No' 536 of 2011' the Hon'ble

Supreme Court has, inter alia' given the following directions:-

' (i) Each contestinS candidate shall fill up the form as provided bY the Election

commission 
"no 

ttt""f-o''' '"u" tont"tn all the particulars as required

therein'

ltshallstate,inboldletters,withreSardtothecriminalcasespendinS
against the candidate'

lf a candidate is contesting an election on the ticket of.a particular partY'

he/she is required to into'' tnJp"'tv about the criminal cases pendin8

aSainst him/her.

( ii)

(iii)

d5

)

The Chief Electoral Officcrs ol
All States and Union Territories'

Sub:- (i) Supreme Court's Judgment on the petition regardin3 people

*iirt.ii-in.r antecedents contesting elections;

(il) Amcndmens in Form'26 (tormat of affidavit bY candidatei)'



(iv)

(v)

3. ln pursuance ofthe abovementioned iudgement' the Commission' after

due consideration, has given the following directions to be followed bv

candidates at elections to the Houses of Parliament and Houses of State

Legislatures who have criminal cates aSainst them, eithef pending cases or cases

of conviction in the past, and to the political parties that set up su€h candidates :-

(a) Candidates at elections to the House of the People' council of States'

LeSislative Assembly or legislative Council who have criminal cases against

them - ehher pending cases ot cases in which candidate has been convicted'

sha|l publish a declaration about such cases, for wide publicity, in newspapers

with wide citculation in the constituency area' This declaration is to be

published in fomat c-1 attached hereto, at least on three different dates

from the day following the last date for withdrawal of candidatures and upto

two days before the date of poll. The matter should be published in font size

of at least 12 and should be placed suitably in the newspapers so that the

directions for wide publicity are complied with in letter and spirit'

llllustro?ion: lf the tost dote Jot withdtowol is ldn ol the Month ond ooll is on

)inn of tn" Month , the puinrnirg ol declorotion sholl be done between 77'h

and 2/r ol thot Month).

(b) All such candidates with criminal cases are also required to publish the

above declaration on TV channels on three different dates during the

abovementioned period. But, in tie case of the declaration in Tv Channels'

the same should be completed before the period of 48 hours ending with the

hour fixed for conclusion of Poll.

The concerned political party shall be obligated to put up on its website

theaforesaidinformationpertaininStocandidateshavingcriminal
antecedents.
itre canaiUate as well as the concerned political party shall issue a

declaration in the widely circulated newspapers in the locality about the

antecedentsofthecandidateandalsog|vewidepublicityintheelectronic
iedia. When we say wide publicity, we mean that the same shall be done

at least thrice after filing of the nomination papers'"

d6

{



(c) ln the case of candidates with. criminal cases set up bY political partiet

whether recognized parties or registered un-recognized parties, such

candidates are required to declare before the Returning Officer concerned that

they have informed their political party about the criminal cases atainst them'

Provision for such declaration has been made in Form-26 in the newly inserted

Item (6A).

4. The Political Parties - recognized parties and registered un-recognised

parties, which set up candidates with criminal case', either pendint cases or cases

of past conviction, are required to publish declaration giving details in this reSard

on th -rir website as well as in w channels and newspapers havinS wide circulation

in the state concerned. This declaration by political parties is to be published in

Format G-2, annexed hereto. Publishing of the declaration in newspapers and Tv

channels is required to be done atleast on three different dates during the period

mentionedinPara-2(a)above.lnthecaseofTVchannels,itshallbeensuredthat

the publishing should be completed before the period of 48 hours ending with the

hour fixed for conclusion of poll for {he election. All such political parties shall

submit a report to the Chief Electoral Officer of the State concern€d statint that

they have fulfilled the requirements of these directions, and enclosing therewith

the paper cuttings containin8 the declarations published by the pany in respect of

the state/uT concerned. This shall be done within 3o days of completion of

"l?

(c ) ln the case of all candidates who have criminal cases as per the declarations

in ltems 5 and 5 of Fom-25, the Returning Officer shall Sive a written reminder

about the directions herein for publishing declaration about the Griminal cases

in newspapers and W channels for wide publicity. A standard format for such

reminder to the candidates is annexed as Format C'3. The candidates shall

submit the copies of newspapers in which their declaration in this regard was

published to the District Election Officer, along with their account of election

expenseS.



election. Thereafter, within the next 15 days, the Chief Electoral Officer should

submit a report to the Commission confirming compliance by the parties

concerned, and pointing out cases of defaulters, if any.

5. lt may also be noted that the provisions for the additional affldavit in

respect of dues against Govt. accommodation, if any, that may have been allotted

to the candidates, have now been incorporated in Form-26 itself under ltem (8)

relating to liabilities to Public Financial lnstitutions and Govt. Therefore, the

candidates shall tive the requisite declaration/particulars in this regard in ltem (8)

of Form-26. Accordingly, the candidates are now not required to file the additional

affidavit prescribed under the Commission's Order N o. SC]9 htl2OOHS-|, dated 3'd

February,2016, as the provisions are now part of Form-26 itself.

6. This letter may be circulated to all DEOs, ROs in the State/Union

Territory for necessary action on their part. This shall also be circulated to all the

political parties based in the State, i.e. the State U nits of the recognized Parties and

recognized State parties of other States and all reSistered un-recognized political

parties with headquarters based in your State/Union Territory, with instructions to

take note of the above directions and the amendments in Form-25.

7 Please acknowledBe receipt and confirm action taken.

(K.F,WILFRED)
ST. PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

Yours faithfullv.

\9L

dB



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Ninrcheo Asholo New Delhi -l l0 001

No. 3/42019/SDR a/olJ Dated: I Marclu 2019
To,

The Chief Electoral Officcrs of
All Statcs and l.rTs

Subject: - FAQs on Criminal Antecedents, ifany, ofa candidare and its publicity in pwsuance
of Hon'ble Supreme Court Judgmenr datcd 25l09i201E in W.P.(C) No. 536 of 201 l-
reglrding.

SirMadam,

I am dirccred to invite your referencc to the Commission's directions in lcncr of cven

No, dated 10/102018 issued in pursuance. of Hon'bte Supreme Court Judgment datcd

2y09n018 in W.P.(C) No. 536 of 201 l. In view of rhe various qwries raised in this rcgard, a

set of FAQs and clarificarions in rhis rcgard is enclosed.

2. Thc FAQs may be circulated lo all DEOS, Retuming Officerc, officers connectcd to

clections and the Political Panies based in your State. for their informarion.

3. In the Commission's abovcmentioned lener, it has been inter alia, directcd that after the

election the candi&tes shall submit a repon about publishing of declaration lo thc DEO and tlrc

Political parties to the CEO oflhe State. The C6mmission has provided formats C-{ and C-5 for

this purposn. Thc formats are also enclosed. These shall also be circulated !o thc DEOs, ROs

and all political parries bascd in the State.

Copy to: All Recognized National and State Political Parties

{1

T,U,,;
Secrctary



FAQs : Criminrl Anleccdenr, if rny, of r c.ndidrle end its publicity in purruencc of

Hon;blc Suprcmc Court judgcment dercd 25-09-201E in WP (Civil) No. 536 of 20ll'

Q.l Which tr. tptpcn rrc to be choscn for publicity by such crndidetcs?

Ans, As per dircction in the j udgement of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, the declaration is required

ro be published in ncwspapers with wide circulation in the arta concerned. The CEO may 8et an

indicative list of various newspapers which have wide circulation in the various dislrict/differcnt

consrituency areas in the State prepared by the State DlP. This indicative list should be sharcd

with the political panies and the candidates.

Q3 Thcrc is no cotumn for signrture. Who will ruthenticrtc it?
Ans. The format contains column for mentioning the name and address of the candidate and the

name oflhe political pany on the top porlion ofthe format. Thus, the name olthe publisher will

be clear from the declaration. There is no need for publishing the information with the signature

ofthe publisher.

Q.4 Whet if 3omcotrG pubtishcs frlsc lnforrnrlion rbout crininrl c.36 of lnothcr
crndidete?
Ans. There are already provisions to deal with any case of publication of false statemcnt in

relation to a candidate [Section 123 (4) ofthe RP Act,5l and Section lTlG oflPC].

Q.5 Which TV chrnnel lte dcclrretion hrc ao bc publicised?
Ans. Plcase rcfer to the answer against Q.l above. It has to be done in TV channels which arc

available/popular in lhc areas concemed.

3o

Q.2 Whcn hrs it lo be publiciscd?

Anr. lt has already been clearly mentioned in the Commission's letter dated 10-10-2018 that thc

publishing has to be during the period surring from the day following thc last date for

withdrawal ofcandidature and up to tuo days before the date ofpoll.

Q.6 Whrl will bc th€ font siz€ rnd duntion of publicity in TV?

Anr. Fonr size should be the srandard siz.c used for displaying printed mslerial on Tv' |ts

duration may not bc lcss than 7 seconds.

Q,7 lf r crndidrte docs nol hrve any criminal record, whelhcr he/3hc is rcquired to

publicisc?
Ans. No. Only those candidates who have either pending criminal cases or who have been

convicted in the past 8re requircd to publish the declaration.



Q.E Whcthcr FtR crsec hrvc to be publirhed by the concsrned c.ndidrtes rnd politicrl
prrties?
Ans. Yes. Under the heading'Case No. and status of case'. details regarding FIRs, mentioned in

Item-S of Form-26, are requircd to be mentioned.

Q.9 If rfter liting nominrtion, strlus of criminiel crss chroScs, wheth.r crndidelc cln rcvitc
ahe dca.llr?
Ans. It will be open to the candidate concemed to notify the revised status to rhe Rctumin8

Ofticer and to publish that revised status only. If ir is NlL, the candidate is not rcquired to

publish it.

Q. l0 rrYho aill beer thc expenses for publbhing?
Ans. Expenses. ifany, will be bome by the candidate and the politicsl parties in respectivc cas€s.

Q. I I Whcthor erpenditure on this rccount will bc rccounled for?
Ans, Yes. This being an expenditure in connection with the election. if crpenrc ic ircurcd in

this regrrd, the same will be counted for the purposes ofelection.

Q.l2 Cen RO rct on eny discreprncy in such dclrils if pointed out?

Ang. No. RO is not supposed lo enquire into corr€ctness of declarations pubtished by

candi&tdpolitical parties.

Q.l3 In whrt mrnuer, such crndidrtB will submft lhe infonnrtion rbout publicity of cr!G'

to the DEOo

Ans. Separate formats have been specilied by the Commission for the candidatcs and thc

political parties ro submil repon about publishing of the declaration. These are Format'C-4 for

candidates and Formal-C-5 for political panies.

Q.l4 Wh.r hrppons if such crndidetes or such politic.l parties do not Publici!. in thc

mrnner prescribed?

Ans. Such failurc may be a ground for post-eleOion action like election petition or contempt of

Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Q.ls Whrt rrr ahe Houn during which the itrform.tion on TV chrooola ir to bc dlrphycd?
ins. lnformation should be published on TV channels during the period between 8AM and

IOPM.

Q.l5 Wh.t wilt be the lrngurge in which thc informrtion is to bc publirhcd on TV

chrnnels?
Ans. The information should be published in vemacular language or in English'

.3t



ELECTION COM1VtrSSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan SadarU Ashoka Road, New Delhi-I10001

No.3/4/20 I 9/SDR-Vol.IIl Dated: 306 August, 2019

To,

The 3hief Electorat Oflicers of
all States and Union Terrilories.

sub: (i) suprcrne court's Judg,ent on the petition regarding pcoplc witt crlnind
rntccodenls contating clcctiour;
(ii) AEGTdDGDtl ir Form-26 (Fornrt ofAfEdevit to be tilcd by crndidetcr]

SirA,ladam,
I am directcd to invirc your attention to the commissiorfs lcuer No. 3/4D0l 7/SDR rvol.Il

dacd 10.10.2018 and letter dated 19.03.2019 whereby in pursuance ofthe decision of rhe Horfue

supreme court in the judgnent in wp(c) No..784 of 2015 (Lok prahari Vs. uol&os) and

wP(c) No. 536 of 20ll @ublic Inrercst Foundation &ors. vs. UoI and Aru.), rhe commission

had issued a direaioa tbat thc candidates who have criminal cascs against thc4 either pending

qrlles or cas€s of conviction in the past, and the political parties that sa up such candidates shEll

publish a declaration in newspapers and rv channels in the manner prescribed in thc letters

rcfened to above, Funher, as pcr Para 4 of the a6ove mentioned leficr, all CEOs arc requestcd to

submit a report to Ore Commission confirming compliance by parties conccrned, uld poi ing oid

cascs of dcfaultets, ifany.

In this contcxt, it is to inform that the Commission has devised a Format C{ for seoding

the compliance r€port. You a!e, thercfore requested to s€nd the abovementiotred repon rcgarding

compliarce by the political partics to the Commission in the Formal C{ in respect of the Lok

Sabha general election. The report may be submitted latest by 30.09.2019.

Youn lhtully,

(N,T.
Sesetary

Jt



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvechen Srden, Arhoke Ror4 Nery Dclhi-llfiXll

No. 3/42020/SDR/Vol.lII

To

Daled: 6o March 2020

The President/General Secretary/Chai4irson/Convener,
ofall rccognized National urd State Political Panies.

Sub: Order detcd 136 Februlry, 2020 of Hon'ble Supreoe Court in Cont.DPa
Pctition (C) No. 2192 of 20lE in WP(C) No. 535 of 20ll - RcqrirGnclt of
pubtlshbg dcleils rcgrrding crndid.t.s witb pending crininll cescr- rcgerding.

SirA,Iadam,

I am directed to brhg to your notice of tlle Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order dated

13.02.2020 in Contempt Petition (C) No. 2192 of 201t in WP(C) No. 535 of 201 l.

2. In this conncction your attention is drswn to the Commission's insrrrctions conrained

in letten no. 3t4/2017 /SDNV ol.ll & 3l4l2}lgtsDR/Vol.l dated 106 October, 20lt and l9o

Marctu 2019 respcctively in compliance of the Hon'ble Suprcme Court's judganent dated

25s Septcmbcr, 2018, in Pubtic lnterest Foutdation & Ol V. Union ol India &Anr. IWP

(Civil) No. 536 of20l ll.

3. The Hon'ble Suprcnre Court in its Order dated 13.02.2020 in Contempt Pctition (C)

No. 2192 of 2018 in WP(C) No. 536 of 201 l, referred lo above' has given thc following

directions: -

"4. We hwe also nored thot the poliicat Nrties oller no explanation as to why

candidotes with Fnding oimirml cases are selected a candidates in the Jirst place'

We therefore isste the following direclions in exercise of out constitutional powers

unt'er Articles I 29 and I 42 of the Constilution of India:

(t) lt shall be nondatory lor political prties (at the Central and State election level)

to upload on their websire detailed infotmarion regarding individuals with Fnding

criminal cases (including the ruture of the o/fences, ond releval portictlars such as

whether clarges luve been franed' tle concerned Court, the case number etc') who

have been selected as candidates, alon! with the reasons for such selection' as also as

to why olher individuals wilhout oimi,u! antecedenls could nol be selecled as

candidates.

Page 1 of 3
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(2) Tlu reasons as to selection slall be with refererce to the quoliJications,

aehi*ements and merit of tlu catdidate concerned, and not mere "vin ubility" at

the plls.

(3) This infornation sMl also be published in :

(a) One local vernacular newspnynr and one tulional newspaper;

O) On the ofrcials social media platfurms of the polirical pa y, including

Facebook& Twi ter.

(4) Tlrse details shall be published within 48 hours of the selection of the can'dldate

or nol leEs rhan two weel<s before the frst fute for fling of nominations, whichever is

eMlieL

(6) If o political Wty lails to submil such compliances reQrt wirh the ection

Commission, the Election Commission shall bring such non-compliance by the Pliltcal
party concerned lo the notice of the Supeme Court as being in couempt ofthis Cotrt's

orders/directions. "

4. In pursuance of thc dircctions given by the Hon'blc Suprcmc Court in is Order dated

13.02.2020 and in addirion to the Commission's earlier instructions dated 106 Octobcr, 2018

and l9s March 2019, the Commission, after due consideration has directed thu all political

parties, thal set up candidatcs with criminal anteccdents, either pending cases or cases of Past

conviction shall scrupulously follow each ofthe abovc dircctions in all futurc elcctions to the

Houscs of Parliament snd State LegislaturEs. lnformation regarding individuals with criminal

cases, who have been selected as candidsres, along with the reasons for such sclcclion, as also

as to why other irdividuals without criminal antecedcnts could not bc selecrcd as candidatcs

shall be pubtished by thc political pany in the ncwspapers. social mcdia platform ard wcbsite

of the porty in the enclosed Formrl C-7 within ,lE houn of tbc sclection of tho crndidetc

or nol lG33 thrn two wccks bcfort thc first dttc for fiting of nominrtionr, rhichcv.r i!
errlicr.

3.-f
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(5) The Wlitical prty concerned shall then submil a reporl of compliance with thcse

direaions with the Election Commission within 72 hours of the selection of the said

candidate.



5. A complisnce r€pon in the encloscd Fornrt C-t shell b. rcnl to thc Conmirrbn

withh 72 houn of thc ..tcction of thc crndiilete

6. Thc party may nolc that failure to abide by the abovemcntioncd directions will rcnder

the party liable to contempt proceedings before the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

7. It is clarificd thst failue to abide by tho above directions will also be lrcEtcd as failurt

to foltow a lawfirl direction of tlrc Commission for the purposes of Paragraph- 16A of the

Elections Symbols (Resewation & Allotment) Order, 196E.

N.B )
PRIN

Copy ro: -Thc Chief Etectoral Officem ofall Statcs and UTs with the r€qucst thst a copy of
this letter may be sent to all registercd political parties v/ith headCuarters in the State/UT

including the Stare Units of thc recognized National and State Parties.
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Yours faithfully,
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NirvachaaSadaq Ashoka Road, New Delhi- l 10001

No.3/42020/SDR - Vol.lfl D&ted: I March, 2020

To

The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and UTs

Subjcce - Ordcr detcd l3rr Februery, 2020 of Hon'blc Suprcme Cou h Cortcrpt
Pcfirion (C) No. 2192 of 20lt in rrVP (C) No,535 of 201 l- Requiremert of prblilhilg dctrlb
rcgerding crndidrter witb pending crlmlnrl cercr. regerding.

Str,
I am directcd to r€fer to the Commission's letter of even No. darcd 06.03.2020, on the

above subj,'ct and addresscd to rccognized political parties, a copy ofthe letter endorsed to CEOs

and to say lhat in pursuance of the directions given by the Hon'ble Supreme Cout in ils order

datrd 13.02.2020, if a potitical party fails to submit compliance report with tlrc Elcction

Commission, thc Election Commission shall bring such non compliance by the polilical party

conc6[ed to the notice of the Supreme Court as being in con&mPt of the coult's order.

Accordingly, the political pafties shall publish information regarding candidates with criminal

antecedcots with the rcason for selection of such individuals in Format C-7 within the given tinrc

and a complialce report shall be scnt in Format C-8 to the commission within 72 hours of tbe

selection of the candidates.

The cEos are rcquested to obrain information wirh regard to the individuals with

criminal antecedents, selec'red as candidates by the political parties, in the elections being hcld in

their states, from the ROs concemed and fumish the same in compiled form, in the enclos€d

Format CA. The irformation shall bc sent to the Principal Secretary/Secretary of tlrc concemcd

Terriorial ZonelBiennial Election Division in tre commission by the la$ date of making

nominations for the said election so that information of non-compliance by the political parties

may be submitted to the Supreme Court, in time.

Younllttfullv

*rc_
(N,T.BLutie)

SecrttrrY

3(



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan. Ashoka R.odd, New Delhi- l 10001

No. 3/4/201 9/SDR/Vol.IV

To,

The CNef Electoral Oflicers of
all States and Union Territories.

Sub: Supreme Court's Judgment on the petition regarding fequirement of
publishing details regarding people with criminal antecedents

contesting elections;

Sir/lvladam,

I am directed to invite your attention to the Commission's letter No.

3t4t2Ol7tSDRNol. II dated 10.10.2018, and letter dated 19.03'20l9,issued in

pursuance of the Judgrnent of Hon'ble Suirreme Court in WP(C) No' 784 of 2015

(LokPrahariVs.UoI&ors)andwP(c)No.536of20ll(Publiclnterest
Foundation & ors. vs. uol and Anr.). In the said letters the commission has

directed that the candidates who have criminal cases against them, either pending

cases or cases of conviction in the past, and the political parties that set up such

candidates, shall publish declaration in newspapers and TV Channels in the

manner presfiibed in the letters refbned to above'

2. Subsequently, in pursuance of the directions given by the Hon'ble Supreme

court in its order dated 13.02.202.0 passed in contempt Petition(c ) No' 2192 of

2018 in WP(C) NO. 536 of 2oll and in addition to the directions in the

Commission's above said two letters, the Commission vide letter No'

il4lzO2OlSDRNol.III dated 6'h March ZbZO, tras also dirccted that all political

parties, that set up candidates with criminal antecedents' either pending cases or

cases of past conviction, shall scn:pulously follow each of the above directions in

Page 1 of 10

Dated: 16th September, 2020

3]



all futwe elections to the Houses of Parliament and State Legislatures. Information

regarding individuals with criminal cases, who have been selected as candidates,

along with the reasons for selection of such candidates, as also as to why other

individuals without criminal antecedents could not be selected as candidates, shall

be published by the political party in the newspapers. social media platform and

website of the party within 48 hours of the selection of the candidate or not less

than two weeks before the first date for filing of nominations, whichever is earlier.

3. The Commission has also considered the issues relating to the publicity by

the uncontested retumed candidates and directed that in view of above said

directions ol Hon'ble Supreme court such candidates must also publicize their

criminal antecedents in the manner as prescribed for other contesting candidates..

4. As per the Commissions directions, the detai.ls regarding criminal cases are

to be published on three occasions during the campaign period for the purposes of
publishing of such details. Now, Commission has considered the matter and

directed that the period specified will be decided with three blocks in following

manner, so that electors have suffrcient time to know about the background ofsuch

candidates:

a. Within first 4 days of withdrawal.

b. Between next 5'h- 8ftdays.

c. From 9s day till the las day of campaigr (the second day prior to

date of poll)

(Iltustration: I/ the tast date for withdruwal is Idh of the month ond potl is

on 24h of the Month, the lirsl block for publishing of dectaratlcn shotl be

done between IIth and llh of the Month, second dnd third block shall be

between ltt' and llh antl Iy'h and 2f olthar Month, respectively.)

Page 2 of 10
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5. The other directions in this regard as given in the Commission's letters

referred to in Para I &2 above shall continue to be followed.

6. While filing the a/c of election expenscs the details regarding publishing of

instruction on criminal antecedents, if any, shall be provided in thc prescribed

formar (Format C4). In the case of election lo Rajya Sabha or State legislative

council, these details shall be submitted to the RO for the election.

7. It -nay again be stated here that rs fer as politicrl prrties lre concemed,

they will be bound to disclose details relarding cendidrt6 selected by them in

terms of the above mentioned Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order dgted

13.02.2020, Communiceted vide Commission's letter No 3/4/2020/SDR/Vo!.[I

dated 6th Merch, 2020, even if their candideture is rejected during scrutiny

rnd/or withdrsws his cendideture may be followed in this regard.

9. In order to streamline the existing Formats as prescribed by the Commission

and in compliance of the Order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, Formats Cl, C2,

and C3 have been modified by adding suitable guidelines (copies enclosed).

10. This letter may be circulated to all DEOs/ROs in the State/Union Territory

for necessary action on their part. This shall also be circulated to all the political

parties based in thc State i.e. the State Units of the recognized parities and

rccognized State parties of other States and all registered un-recogrrized political

parties with head quaners based in your State/IJnion Territory, with instruction to

P.ge 3 of 10

8. It may be reiterated that all the expenses incuned by the candidate and the

political party in connection with the publication of the aforesaid criminal

anteceder t will be accounted for the prpose of election. In this regard, thc

Commission's letter No 3/4t3O2g/SDRNol.J dated 196 March 2019 may be

refened to.

3g



take note of the abovc dircctions for strict compliance both by the parties and thcir

candidates in all funrre elections.

I l. Kindly acknowledge receipt and confirm action taken.

Yours faithfully,

,.-)u;*,
Secretary

Page 4 of l0
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ELECTION COMM
NIRVACHAN SADAI{

ISSION OF INDIA
No.3/4/201 9/SDR/Vol.IV

, ASHO KA ROAD, NEW DELHI .I IOOOI

Datcd: 30rh Octobcr, 2020
To,

The Chicf Electoral OIIIcer.
Bihar,
Patna.

Sub: - Non'pubrishing decraration abour criminar anlecedents by the candidates-Notice_

Sir,

I am directed to stare $at as pcr lhc informarion reseivcd from you in the
commissirrn, ir has been noticed lhat I number of candidates with criminal antecedents, have
not pubrished the declaration in thc ncwspapcrs cven oncc as prescribed by thc commission
vide its rwo instructions dared rdh october. 20rE and r6,h September, 2020. which is in
contravention to $e directions offhe Ilon.blc Suprcmc Coun.

In view of above' the commission has decided to serve a Notice to such dcfaulring
candidates by rhe CEO.-lhc formar olrhe Notice is sent hercwith.

(

Yours faithfull

'l'iwari)

Undcr Secreiary

9r



Whereas, in Wp (C) No. 7g4 of 2015 (Lok prahari Vs. Union of India & Othcrs) andwP (c) No' 53d of 201 r (pubric Inrercsr I'oundation & ors. Vs. Union of rndia & Anr.), thcHon'ble Suprcme Coun on 25s Scprembcr,20lg dircqcd vide para 4:

(i) Each contesting camticlate shall Jill up the.form as provided by the Election
Commission and the.lbrm mus! conlain all the ln iculars ar requiretl lherein.(ii) lt shall state, in bold letter.r, u,ith regard to the criminal cases pendinll
agoinsl the candilute.

(iii) I/ a candiclate is contestirrg m'eleclion on the ticket of a purlicular Nrrty,lu/she is required lo in/orn the purtlt about the criminal carcs pending
against hirt/her.

NOTICE

necl politicul party shall he obligoted to pul up on its website
lnfbrmotion pertdiniry b condiclates hating crimina!

PaPF'1 
^f,ld

(iv) The concer

the oforesuitl

antecedcnts.

(v) The candidate as well as the concerned political party shall issue o
declarqlion in the widety circulated nea,spapers in the locality about the
anlecedents of the candidate untl dlso giva wide pubticity in the eleclronic
media. Wen v,e say wide pttblic.ity, ne mean thu, the some shall be done st
least thrice afterJiling of the nominalion paryrs.,.

Whercas, in pursuance of the above said .hrdgment of Hon.blc Suprcmc coun ollndia, Elccrion Commission issucd direcrions vidc lcucr No. j/tjRr20lE/SDR, 
dsted l0-10-20r g ad rertcr No. 3r4no'lsDwvor.rv dared l6-09-2020, thst a, candidares with criminarcEscs-cilher pending cascs or cascs ol conviction in the pasl should publish declaralionrcgarding such criminal

/ .;*;; 
-|"-nol .i,,l cases in newspaprcrs.and 'rv channcls on :ree occasions during rhc

/ ;ffi:; ;;:"".*:t" 
purposes or publishing or such dctairs in Formal C-r (copy

Ir anteccdenrsduring,r";',::: *ffifi":ffi:_ff:trfl::'#h".""#::
upro 4g hours beforc cnding wirh the hour.fixed for conclusion ofpoll.i) Wirhin linr 4 days of withdrawal of nominations.

ii) Between ncxr sfi -g,h days
iii) From 9th day till rhc last day ofcampaign (rhc second &y prior ro drrc ofpolt)



Whereas, as per thc inlormarion reccived by thc RO/DEO, it has comc ro tlre
notice that you have not published thc declaration in the newspapers cven once as
prcscribcd by the commission vide its above rcferred two ret*rs dated lou octorrr.
2018 and l6th scptember, 2020. which is in contravenrion ro the Directions of rhe

Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Now, therefore, you arc being given an opporrunity to explain as to why not
necessaq rcgal action shourd bc initiatcd agiinsr you for such railure. you may scnd your
explanation by ... AM on ... . 2020 positively, lailing which this ollicc shall bc
constraincd to initiste r'urther acrion including lodging of FIR crc. withour any funhcr
rcfcrcnce to you.

By Order,

Chief Elccroral Oflicer,

Bihar
'tb,

'9s



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Asho Rord, Ncw Dclhll lfi[l

No. 3/42020/5D RAr'ol.lll

To

S irrlr4adam,

Iam

Dated: ll January, 202 |

Sub:

directed to draw your attcntion to the Commission's lefier no.
3/42020/sDR./voL-Ill, dared l6'h Scptembcr, 2020. issued in pursuarrcc of thc ord* dated

136 Fcbruary,2020 of Hon'bre supreme courr in contempt petition (c)No.2r92 in rvp(c)
No. 536 of 201 l. As per thc commission's above dircctions rhe details of criminal cascs are

to bc publishcd on rhc following thrcc occasiom during thc campsign pcriod so that chctors
have suffrcicnt time to know about thc background ofsuch candidatcs:

(,) Within firsr 4 days of wirhdrawal

(iD Benvcen next 5s -8,h &ys.

(iii) Frorn 96 day till thc last day of campaign (thc sccond day prior !o d8tc of
poll).

2. In this conncction, elause (d) of Scclion j9 of the Rcprcscnlation of the p€oplc A(t
l95l Elsting to elcctions to council of stales and State Legislativc councils, is rcad as

undcr:-

3. In view of rhe aforesaid provision, datc of poll, in casc of Rajya Sabha and Statc

Legislativc Corncil elections by Members of Legislative Assembly (MLAs), if requircd, shall

be a d8te not esrlicr than the scvcnth day sncr thc dare of withdrawal of candidarurc.

Accordingly, timeline for publishing the details of criminal cases on rhc thre€ occ{sions, in

The-President/General Sccrcury/Chairperson/Convener,
ofall rtcognized Narional and Stste politicsl panies.

Ordcr drtcd- l3ir- Fetrorry, 2020'of Hon'bl€ S[prcme Coura io CoDacnpt
Pctitioo (C) No. 2t92 of 20lt iu Wp(C) No. s3f of 20 - Rcquircocrt ofpuuirling dcteils rcgerdiag c.ididrtca witb pcrding criminrl crses ln R{yr
Srbhr rnd Strle Legishtive Council electlons- regardiig,

\t1

0 As smn os lhe nodficdion iotling upon thc etected numbcn ot rhc

t Emb6 of the lcglsldiw asscmbl! o! a Statc ot thc t umbcrs ol the electorrt colLg. of o

Uaioi te, ,oty to clcct a ,rr.mbcr or mcmben b issacd, ,he Elcctlon Commbsion shalt, by

notifrcotion in the Wwial GauW, cppoint-

(d) thc dal. o, dat s on whtch o pu shalt, i, ncce![,ary, b. ta*c4 ehbh

or lhe frril of which shall bc a datc aot cnli.t lhoa thc sdenth do! altet lhc

last dot.fot the wlrhdrawal ol candidaures; ond



cssc ofthc aforcsaid two elections i.c. najya iabha and statc t gislative council crcctions by
Mcmbcrs ofLegislativc Asscmbly (MLAs), shall bc as undcr:

(D Within first 2 &ys of widrdnwal

(iD Benrecn next 3d -46 days; and

(iii) Fom 5s day to 6s &y i.e. prior to dalc ofpoll.
Kindly acknowlcdge rcccipt.4.

;ffi:
SECRETARY

Copy to: - ChicfElcctoral Oflicers ofall Sbtcs and UTs for informalion.

q5
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirchan Alhotr Nsw Dolhi-l l0 001

No. 3/4/2O2llSDR/vOLJtr Datcd: 2g2t

CaJn'-

44

Tq
TlrPrqnldrGffid SGstEY
of rrogDizcd Ndiooru$e polidcal potticr '
(Ar s ttc lir)

Subjccl h$tcrtbn of crlnisl accc&! bv culng ?d&b.-4.F grl-Fq? --' Hoo'Uc $ryllo. Court or& rtaod t0.6.xI2l in C@!.r Pddttt (C) No' 656 or
2120 ddcd ikfi!.h Siogb vr. Srail &ur & Orr' - rcgrdiagr

Srr,

I an dircacd b rc:Er to rhc rsjcct citcrt ti , tlao tha ths Hon'blc SIFE Coun

vidc ic judgrcil ddc.l 10.m.2@l in Coorofl Paition (C) No. 656 of 2(D0 dtlod Brlicth

Sin3b Vt. Sunil Alorl & Orr. hrs gira lb. followiog dittcioor:

'73. In firlhcraoc of thc dingtioDs illucd by thG Cfiltin'ioo Bdl in htlic l!ffi
Foradaion (3prl) aad our NGr ddrd 13.02.2020, h otdctr b Dlkr thc right of iDfomdiro of

r r@ m! cdbcdw ud nungu *t fird it nryy b ilar tb blbwilS fbtt'r

dfu*ior:

C) Potrttcol PtLs o. to Frbltsh l,{tl,frto, rcgcrd'E qtdtml e'd'c& t of

cotifua on ltr huupqc o! ttutt vcbEilcs, lhut itoHtB tt carl', I* lt' vo"r lo tct to

tt it{on@t.,t rt d tr!, to h aryPlhd tt wlltdo bnt ncctwy mr to lsYc a th

t ilrcruc a qton vhtch stat t "cailifuta vuh crtatml o'EdM" :
(rr) Tr, rcI b &.ctd lo eae a Macd i'obiL qltdlo't *t*tg
t$oaataa pbltthd ty wtfucs rcgarrdlttg tt b crhrirtl otu&t' e tfu ot o't'

*lob, eeh wtcr gm such b$n tdton on hUl*t tobile Plo*:
(tit) Tlc ECI b drcctet to cqty on ot &r.[f,ie, dYo'E t cowtgn lo rab etay

vM a{oc abil hft dgtr b br,v ottd ,tY 4,totlabtlily ol lt{mgwt ngodtg

abbot qt adan s of alt co*lttg canfuts' ?'hb tlrzll be brc rrws voW

ptal:rz;a, itr:h@;elat frfu, lwrzkittar, Tf odt, Fittc tt' dcbd' Pa"VlbA eE'

A luttt ,rN b cfiar.d lot thtt Porytc vltLh o pcrld o! I vccb ttw wudt fi*c lo
cor*nP of Cowt ttult b drct dbbFU;
(tr) Fe tlc $oedd ryVosca tb ECI b atn dbtctd to acob a tqoe dU

whi* *tlt do ttonlte lb rcqul,cd @alfiE so rha thts Coct an b qPrftd

p@y of ro,*onqltos by uty Ntt ut Pty o! tl* ilh!.,ctiottr antald ln thb



_Ld

Cw* Afut, .n1as,2d ilt by tb DCt' i" tnr'l,j'to',I,' tcl"t' otd citqlas 
',,/r/t 

ht

thtsbclo{:

(v) V. cb{y rU,b dt2ctw ta pqrqh a'a ol os Otb dd 13'02'2021ir.

@d @rd tt b ctafultb ttr ttsvhtch d2 @ 
'o 

b' illhttd' sfdl b

wblbhd vtthtn # r},trit of lb tdt',l,,t of tlu eafuc ord tot Pdo to tflo v"b

bcfiz t/rfra bc offilhrg o!'rrrllaarb,lu: o'd

(tl) Y. nfue tM tlwh o plttlcat pg ldtt 'o 
bnit ,n/r,h co'glb$e rt|ot'

wbh,lsKI'ibEcIdgttfi,ss*hnoroltottg*cbytt'dalulPtytotl*totlcc
olttdt Con a bW b, @ttt'$ qh" Cott! O?ba/Mctto'a' vtddt dell lnitfic

I

b dcw.d vary s.?iot{,,lY. "

1 ln r:mdicc of thc Ho'blc $rprtoc Cout diraioor th' ElGcdm Comarilrioo of

Indir hlc ccrcd a Fnnd i! wltici fincg fo codrmPt of coutt cm bc dtposibd' Thc fis c.tl bc

@dbd bY mY of cbo6r i! lht De of PAY AND ACCOUNTS OmCER or thoujt

clcsrob mdc in rbc Pqilb Niidd Bek rcccipt mum i.c. A/c No' 0l530fill0mdtl80

PUNBmI530O. I! c.rc tb. FlMt tu Edr

trar.crioo nedy UfR No., Brnk lfun', Ih'

Copy ro: - Thc CtidEcrtonl OfEcrn ofdl ffi ard UTl

CoDe, 8L4 -8. eD(: gK : oo1 i LoLtL

rhugh clcrronic mo& tb dctrilr of 6r

of taoldion ctc. mrY bc intir&d to tb

,^-*,Pr:;
S€.rary

4a.

Conrnirioo, inutcAn*Y

Thc rbow nry bc norrd for finrw conplirs'


